8th GRADE WRITING TEST RUBRIC


IDEAS: The degree to which the writer establishes a controlling idea and elaborates the main points with examples, illustrations, facts, or details that are appropriate to the assigned genre.   Weight 2
· Consistent focus on the assigned topic and purpose

· Fully developed controlling idea that addresses all aspects of the assigned writing task

· Supporting ideas and elaboration are relevant to the topic, genre, and audience

· Supporting ideas are fully elaborated throughout the paper with logical examples and details

· Response contains information that fully addresses reader concerns and perspectives

· Uses genre-appropriate strategies to develop the writer’s ideas

None(  14
Minimal(20
      Sufficient(26
     Consistent(32
Full( 40


ORGANIZATION: The degree to which the writer’s ideas are arranged in a clear order and the overall structure of the response is consistent with assigned genre.  Weight 1 

· Organizing strategy is appropriate to the topic and the genre. 
· Logical and appropriate organizing of ideas within paragraphs and across parts of the paper
· Introduction engages and conclusion provides a sense of resolution or closure
· Both introduction and conclusion fit the writer’s ideas and the purpose of the genre

· Related ideas are grouped in a logical manner within paragraphs

· Uses effective and varied transitional elements to link all elements of the response.
None(  7
Minimal(10
      Sufficient(13
     Consistent(16
Full( 20

STYLE:  The degree to which the writer controls language to engage the reader.  
Weight 1

· Carefully crafted phrases and sentences create a steady tone and show the writer’s purpose for the intended audience.

· Varied, precise, and engaging language that is appropriate to the assigned genre

· Word choice reflects on understanding of denotative and connotative meaning of language

· Figurative or technical language may be used for rhetorical effect

· Sustained attention to the audience
· Voice does not change throughout the essay
· An extensive variety of sentence lengths, structures, and beginnings
· A variety of genre-appropriate strategies to engage the reader
None(  7
Minimal(10
      Sufficient(13
     Consistent(16
Full( 20


CONVENTIONS:  The degree to which the writer demonstrates control of sentence formation, usage, and mechanics. (Sentence formation and usage count the most!)
Weight 1

· Clear and correct simple, complex, and compound sentences with correct end punctuation.
· Variety of subordination and coordination strategies

· Correct usage: subject-verb agreement, word forms (nouns, adjectives, adverbs), pronoun-antecedent agreement

· Correct mechanics: punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and paragraph indentation
· Infrequent, if any errors.
None(  7
Minimal(10
      Sufficient(13
     Consistent(16
Full( 20
